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Gape May-Lewes Ferry Hosts
Varitime ' Day

Annual

Lewes, DE—The Cape May-Lewes Ferry hosted the sixth
annual maritime day at the Lewes Terminal on May 20
this year, celebrating maritime history and its impact
on the region. Lewes, the home of one of the Delaware
River and Bay Authority’s two marine terminals, was
a perfect location for the celebration. Lewes, the
First Town in the First State, enjoys a heritage rich
in maritime history and modern maritime interests.

Included in the afternoon activities was a
remembrance ceremony honoring sailors who have
perished on the Lewes beaches. Exhibitors included
the Lewes Historical Society, the Lightship Overfall
Foundation, the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy, and a number of other
maritime-related organizations.

Excited participants visited information booths
and nautical displays, took vessel tours, learned
about Captain Kidd, watched a fire cannon display,
a simulated helicopter water rescue, and other
interesting activities throughout the afternoon.

BREAKWATER LIGHTHOUSE—THis lighthouse, closest
to Lewes, was decommissioned in 1994. Massive
granite boulders make up the breakwaters that have

protected the coastlineifor more-than a century.

p




ﬂﬂnIMIIIIIlH

DELAWARE RIVER
& BAY AUTHORITY

GOVERNORS
JOHN CARNEY
Governor of Delaware

CHRIS CHRISTIE
Governor of New Jersey

COMMISSION MEMBERS

James N. Hogan
Chairman

William E. Lowe, Il
Vice Chairman

James Bennett
Crystal L. Carey Esq.
Henry J. Decker
Edward W. Dorn
Richard W. Downes
James L. Ford, Il
Samuel E. Lathem
Michael Ratchford
Ceil Smith

Douglas L. VanSant
Shirley R. Wilson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thomas J. Cook

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Frank W. Minor

EDITOR
James E. Salmon

ABOUT

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Community  Connection is a
publication of the Delaware River
and Bay Authority. For further
information, please contact the
DRBA at PO Box 71, New Castle,
DE 19720, call 302.571.6300, fax
302.571.6367, visit our website
at  www.drba.net, email us at
contactus@drba.net or follow us at
@demembridge on Twitter.

Delaware River and Bay Authority
welcomes two new Commissioners

Henry J. Decker of Dover sworn in

New CastLe, DeLAwaRe—Henry J.
Decker of Dover, Delaware, became
a member of the Delaware River and
Bay Authority in a ceremony in May.
Sworn in by Vice Chairman Bill Lowe,
Commissioner Decker’s term extends to
July 1, 2021.

A career public servant,
Commissioner Decker has extensive
management experience in finance,
public safety and transportation, in the
state governments of both Delaware
and South Dakota. His Delaware resume
includes serving as State Budget
Director, Secretary of Public Safety, and
the Governor’s Chief of Staff.

Now retired, the new Commissioner
was most recently Assistant Vice
President of Delaware Technical and
Community College (DelTech) where for
20 years, he directed a number of high
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profile projects. Commissioner Decker
earned a Bachelor and a Masters degree
from the University of South Dakota.

Michael Ratchford is newest commissioner

New Castie, DeLaware—Michael
Ratchford of New Castle, DE, is the
newest member of the Delaware River
and Bay Authority’s Commission. Sworn
into the position by Vice Chairman Bill
Lowe, his term extends to July 1, 2019.

Commissioner  Ratchford has
extensive experience in the public and
private sectors. Currently a W. L. Gore
& Associates Government Relations
Asssociate, Mr. Ratchford had previously
spent eight years in the electric utility
industry, including stints with Conectiv
and with Pepco Holdings. He has also
served as Delaware’s Secretary of State.
In addition he was Chief of Staff for
former Governor Michael N. Castle, and
served also an administrative assistant
on Mr. Castle’s congressional staff.

He is on a number of non-profit,
government and trade association
boards. Holding a bachelor of arts
degree from Millsaps College in

Mississippi, he earned a Master in Public
Administration from the University of
Mississippi. Commissioner Ratchford’s
wife, Linda, is President of the New
Castle City Council.






